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Japanese Language and Culture Program Philosophy 

 
We want our students to: 
1) love studying a foreign language. 

2) love learning Japanese. 

3) develop a range of skills necessary for becoming proficient in any foreign language, such as using learning strategies and dealing with 

“foreign” situations. 

4) develop good communication skills for any situation, such as interpreting words in context, and using communication strategies. 

5) feel comfortable speaking in Japanese, to native speakers, non-native speakers, and their friends. 

6)  have a sense of the concept of culture in general and the Japanese culture in particular. They should know the products, practices, 

and some of the perspectives of the people of Japan. 

7)  develop their knowledge of their own culture and language through learning about another language  

8) want to learn more about Japan and its language, culture, and people 

 

We have to remember: 
1) that our students are young children 

2) that our students only learn Japanese three times a week for 25 minutes 

3) that any activity we create must be interesting and comprehensible for our students 

 

Therefore, we: 
1) speak Japanese about 95% of the class time 

2) establish a friendly, low-stress, yet disciplined classroom so that everyone has a safe environment in which to learn 

3) encourage students to use Japanese whenever possible 

4) give our students “hints” if they have trouble remembering a word 

5) create units that are age-appropriate and fun, with a strong beginning, middle, and end (like a story!)  

6) create lessons that incorporate language, culture, comparisons, and subject area content  

7) introduce students to a variety of cultural games, items, crafts, songs, holidays, and customs  

8)  Give students opportunities to use what they learn outside the classroom, through homework challenges, take-home projects and a 

comprehensive website.  



About this Document 

 
Background  
This curriculum is grounded in the national Standards for Foreign Language Learning (1999) and it incorporates specific objectives from the 

Connecticut World Languages Framework (2005) and the Waterbury “Curriculum on Wall” (COW).  It is the result of close to 16 years of 

teacher discussions about what students should be able to do, what they can do, and what they want to do in a PreK-5 Japanese program.  The 

curriculum is specifically designed for our 75 minutes-per-week schedule (3 times per week for 25 minutes for most grades; second and fifth 

grades meet for one 25 minute and one 50 minute class per week).  We also tailored the document to the curricular needs of our school and 

students, with a content-related focus especially supporting the school’s “multicultural curriculum.”  

 

The Five C’s 
The first part of this document outlines what students will be able to do by the end of fifth grade in terms of the five major goal areas of the 

national Standards for Foreign Language Learning (1999). These goal areas are:  Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and 

Communities.  Communication in a language includes being able to comprehend oral and written material, have conversations, and present a final 

product orally or in writing.  Through the study of Cultures, students develop an age-appropriate understanding of the relationship between the 

products, practices, and perspectives prevalent in Japanese culture.  Through Connections to other subject area content, such as math or the 

Multicultural Curriculum, students reinforce their understanding of other subject areas while speaking Japanese. As students make regular 

Comparisons of Japanese language and culture to their own languages and cultures, they develop an understanding of the nature of languages and 

cultures in general.  Ultimately, students will use Japanese in many Communities, such as with pen pals through the mail, online while viewing 

websites, at home teaching their families, or even at the local Japanese restaurant.   
 

Task Areas 
The second part of the curriculum divides student learning into four major “Task Areas”   When we chose these four areas, we discussed the 

types of things that students would need to say when talking to Japanese natives or while on a trip to Japan.  In addition, we considered which 

topics students enjoy talking about and which fit well into lessons that relate to other subject areas.   The four Task Areas are Socializing, Talking 

About Myself and Others, Getting Things Done, and Experiencing Japan. For each Task Area, we chose Communication objectives on which to 

focus, as well as Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities objectives.   These task areas guide teachers in planning units, recycling 

vocabulary and concepts, and building student communication skills over time.  The Task Area pages include a specific list of language functions 

and vocabulary.  Language functions are chunks of language or grammar concepts that students use in that particular Task Area, such as saying “I 

like/love ____” in the Talking about Myself and Others Task Area.  The vocabulary words and language functions are further divided into those 

that will be introduced in grades K-2 and reviewed in grades 3-5 (blue font) and those that will be added as new concepts in grades 3-5 (black 

font).  The Task Area pages also include a few sample assessments for that particular area, to guide teachers in creating related units.   
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Units of Instruction 
Teachers use the four Task Areas to plan two month thematic units for delivering instruction to students. Each unit builds student skills in at 

least one of the Task Areas and all of the 5 C’s goals.  When planning the units, we choose a real-world, meaningful task from one of the Task 

Areas and develop one or more performance assessments that prove that students can have built skills toward completing that task. At or 

near the end of the unit, students complete the assessments. For example, under the “Getting Things Done” Task Area, first graders buy and 

sell fruits and vegetables from each other as a performance assessment.  During the unit, they use math concepts to plan their shopping lists, 

cultural knowledge to bow and thank each other,  and compare Japanese and American coins.  As we create activities that prepare students 

for the final assessment, we give students the opportunity to develop their “Multiple Intelligences.” (read about Multiple Intelligences Theory 

at http://www.thomasarmstrong.com/multiple_intelligences.htm). Students are scored on the assessments using rubrics, checklists or 

standard scoring.  Older students might also fill out a “what I can do now” checklist to bring home to families.  Other examples of unit 

assessments include having student, converse with a partner, making a commercial, completing a listening comprehension exercise on the 

IPods, or presenting a project to the class. The key to unit success is that the assessments and unit plan are aligned to this curriculum 

document and that they are designed well before the teaching of the unit begins.   

 

Assessment Plan 
This curriculum also outlines how well students will perform in the document “Targeted Peformance Levels” on page 18.    On page 19 is a 

detailed Assessment Plan for students to demonstrate that they have achieved curriculum goals.   In addition, the Assessment Plan outlines 

how the overall program and curriculum success will be evaluated using student end-of-year assessments in second and fifth grade.   See page 

19.    It is our intention to eventually include the standardized rubrics to be used across the program in this document as well. 
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Maloney Interdistrict Magnet School 

Japanese  

Language & 

Culture  

Curriculum    

Getting  

Things 

Done 

Talking about 

Myself & 

Others 

Experiencing 

Japan 

Socializing 

Social Studies 

& Multicultural Curriculum 
Talking about ourselves, our  

families, our homes, and  

communities in Japanese 

 and comparing them  

to those in Japan.  

Talking about countries and 

 languages of our heritage  

and the world; finding 

them on a  

map and globe. 

Math 
Using math 

facts, 

measuring, 

and 

conversions 

to get  

things done  

in Japanese. 

 

Language Arts 
Using and reinforcing   

language arts skills  

while talking  

about stories,   

listening for a purpose, 

 comparing  

languages, finding  

meaning in context,  

and reading in  

Japanese and English. 

Music 
Using music,  

rhythm,  

and  

patterns  

to  

access  

Japanese  

language  

and culture. 

Physical 

Education 
Using dance,  

movement,  

games, and  

rules to 

access 

 language  

and culture. 

CONNECTIONS to other subject areas 

COMMUNITIES 
Using Japanese with native  

speakers, outside of class,  

in  the community,   

and  just for fun! 

COMPARISONS 

Of Japanese Language 

and Culture to Our 

Native Languages and 

Cultures 

The 5 C’s! 
A typical unit will combine 

elements from each goal area: 

Communication, Culture, 

Connections, Comparisons, and 

Communities.  

COMMUNICATION 
Interacting with others - through conversations and some written text 

Comprehending- the spoken word and some written text 

Presenting - orally and with some written text 

 
Four Task Areas 

These help teachers to focus planning,  

instruction and assessment. 

Science 
Using  

predicting,  

experimenting  

and 

 charting to  

discuss 

concepts in  

Japanese. 

 

products, 

practices  

and  

perspectives  

of Japan 

 

CULTURE 

 

 

Art 
Using  

drawing, 

color,  

impact and 

creativity 

as an aide 

to expression 

in Japanese. 

 

Technology 
Using iPods, 

voice recorders 

Powerpoint, 

digital  

storytelling 

and other 

technology 

to learn and 

demonstrate 

Japanese  

Skills. 
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COMMUNICATION:  
What will students be able to do in Japanese by the end of fifth grade? 

Listening and  

Reading Comprehension Skills 

Conversational Speaking Skills Presentational Speaking Skills and 

Writing Skills 

Communication: 

 

By the end of 

fifth grade, 

students will... 

Listening 
•Identify pictures or groups of objects 

according to oral descriptions of them.  

•Comprehend short conversations or 

monologues on well-known topics. 

•Comprehend the main idea and events in 

when viewing age-appropriate books or 

videos.  

•Follow directions in order to move from 

one place to another. (ex. right, left, turn, 

etc.) 

 

Reading 
•Match objects, animals, family members 

or scenes to written words or 

descriptions. 

•Comprehend the main idea of brief letters 

or notes on familiar topics (ex. Pen pal 

letter with personal information). 

•Locate specific written words in context, 

such as on a website or in a newspaper 

article.  

•Read all 46 hiragana characters separately.  

•Recognize how the sounds of hiragana 

characters can be changed with “ten, ten” 

and “maru” marks. 

•Recognize the meaning of at least 10 Kanji 

characters.  

•Describe how Kanji, Hiragana, and 

Katakana are used in Japan. (some English 

necessary) 

Speaking 
•Use age-appropriate greetings, apologies, 

and niceties (ex. How are you? Are you 

okay? sorry, excuse me, etc.) 

•Exchange comments about weather and 

places. (ex. It’s hot isn’t it? Sure is!) 

•Exchange personal information by asking 

questions and giving answers (ex. name, 

age, where live, telephone number, 

birthday).  

•Express their likes and dislikes (ex. 

colors, seasons, foods, hobbies, etc.) 

•Make requests to fulfill their needs (ex. 

May I __? or  ____ please).  

•Express a simple personal problem such 

as “I’m hungry” or “My head hurts.” 

•Acquire goods through making requests 

and exchanging money. (from CT 5-8) 

•Exchange information about the 

existence of objects, buildings, and people 

in their daily lives.  

•Describe a series of events. (such as 

what happens at a festival). 

•Exchange simple commands with a 

partner. 

•Indicate that they do not understand and 

ask for restatement.  

•Keep a conversation going by expressing 

interest, surprise, agreement, 

disagreement, or by asking follow-up 

questions.  

Presenting/Speaking 
•Recite poetry, songs or proverbs 

familiar to their peers in Japan from 

memory. 

•Perform rehearsed mini-dialogues. 

•Give simple oral presentations using a 

Japanese presentation format. 

 

Writing 
•Write their name without copying. 

•Write their birthday without copying 

(using Kanji for month and day). 

•Write at least 10 hiragana characters 

without copying. 

•Use stroke order rules for writing 

hiragana and kanji.  

•Write short, informal notes or letters 

with some assistance.  

•Write lists of things or label pictures, 

with some assistance. 
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CULTURE  
What will students know about Japanese culture by the end of fifth grade?  

What cultural practices will they be able to demonstrate?  
What cultural perspectives will they begin to understand? 

Comparisons: 

 

By the end 

of fifth grade, 

students 

will... 

Comparing Languages 
•Recognize that all languages have rules and exceptions.  

•Give examples of words borrowed from English and used 

in Japanese and develop an understanding of the concept 

of borrowing.  

•Develop an awareness of the Japanese phonetic and 

writing system and how it differs from English.  

•Compare the word order and grammar of Japanese 

sentences to those in their native language(s).  

•Recognize that Japanese can be written right to left or up 

to down, and compare that with their native language(s). 

Comparing Cultures 
•Recognize that some things in Japan and other countries are the same as in their own 

life, and some things are different.   

•Identify, compare and contrast advertisements, songs, poetry, and other cultural 

products and practices in U.S. and Japanese culture. 

•Demonstrate knowledge of the patterns of behavior across cultures that are related to 

celebrations (ex. New Year’s in the U.S. vs. Japan) 

•Compare Maloney school to Japanese schools and schools around the world 

•Describe their own home town and compare it to Japanese cities. 

•Use new information and cultural awareness to compare and contrast their experiences 

with those of peers in Japan and to identify with peers in Japan. (Pen pal projects, etc.) 

COMPARISONS of Languages and Cultures 
What comparisons of language and culture will students be able  

to make by the end of fifth grade?  
What will students recognize about their own languages and cultures? 

Culture: 

 

By the end 

of fifth 

grade, 

students 

will.. 

 

Products 
•Recognize a Japanese flag. 

•Be familiar with many different cities of 

Japan, landmarks, foods, and interesting 

sites. 

•Use Japanese coins and paper money to 

1,000 yen. 

•Recognize a variety of items that are 

made in Japan. 

•Recognize and identify many of the 

objects from the New Year holiday, 

Girls’ Day and Children’s Day and their 

uses.  

Practices 
•Bow during greeting, leaving, and thanking. 

•Use different bows for boys and girls. 

•Say appropriate words before and after eating 

and when leaving a house and returning.  

•Participate in seasonal holiday celebrations, 

such as Natsumatsuri. 

•Play age-appropriate Japanese games.  

•Perform many Japanese songs and seasonal 

haiku poetry. 

•Use appropriate gestures to make their 

message comprehensible (counting Japanese-

style, using “come here” gesture, using “no” 

gesture).  

Perspectives 
•Develop an awareness of simple themes, ideas or 

perspectives from Japan, such as:  

•Japan is a different country from the U.S.A, but there 

are many things we have in common with our peers in 

Japan.  

•There are set ways to behave when are in Japan. 

(bowing, taking off shoes, etc.) 

•We show respect to elders in Japan. 

•We celebrate the seasons in Japan. 
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CONNECTIONS to Other Subject Areas  
How will students reinforce and extend their knowledge of Waterbury C.O.W. Objectives 
and other subject area content during Japanese classes? 

Universal Standards 

Students will: 

•Listen for a specific purpose 

•Follow directions;  

•Identify and recall main idea, 

characters, setting, events, 

problem/solution, relationship 

between characters, plot;  

•Use strategies: purpose 

setting, predicting, confirming, 

self-correcting, 

compare/contrast, 

summarizing;  

•Participate in small group, 

whole class, pair discussions.  

•Show awareness and respect 

for oneself and others. 

Social Studies & 

MIMS Multicultural Curriculum 

Students will: 

•Demonstrate an understanding and respect for the 

geographic, cultural, and economic diversity of various regions 

and groups in the U.S. and its neighbors 

•Use directions to find places on a map. 

•Locate Japan, the United States, and various world countries 

on a map and globe. 

•Recognize many flags and languages spoken around the world 

•Recognize that different world maps are based on different 

perspectives. 

•Describe their own home town and compare it to Japanese 

cities. 

•Recognize the similarities and differences between their own 

hometowns and schools and homes and schools around the 

world. 

•Develop an understanding of the concept of culture and 

language through regular comparisons of Japanese language 

and culture to their own. 

Mathematics 

Students will: 

•Locate, label, order and 

compare whole numbers to 

10,000  

•Convert measurements 

within customary and metric 

systems. 

•Review basic math facts in 

new ways. 

•Understand simple monetary 

conversions between Japanese 

yen and U.S. dollars. 

•Practice place value via 

Japanese language expressions 

(ex. 25 is said “two tens, five” 

in Japanese). 

•Practice time expressions.  

Science 

Students will: 

•Apply scientific process 

including: observing, 

recording, sorting, classifying, 

measuring, predicting, 

collecting and interpreting 

data. (ex. polling students and 

creating graphs, reading 

graphs/charts, 

sorting/classifying vocabulary, 

etc.) 

Language Arts 

Students will: 

•Use context clues and 

word recognition skills to 

determine the meanings of 

unknown words or 

figurative language. 

•Recognize that all languages 

have rules and exceptions.  

•Give examples of words 

borrowed from English and 

used in Japanese and develop 

an understanding of the 

concept of borrowing.  

•Sequence stories into 

beginning, middle, and end. 

•Map story components: 

character, setting, problem, 

solution. 

Technology 

Students will: 

•Design, develop, publish, and 

present products using 

technology resources that 

demonstrate and communicate 

curriculum concepts to 

audiences inside and outside the 

classroom (from Grade 7). 

•Use digital recorders, video 

cameras, and laptops to create 

meaningful projects and evidence 

of language proficiency.  

Music 

Students will: 

•Sing various 

traditional and 

modern songs in 

Japanese.  

•Work with 

others to create 

songs for 

vocabulary 

memorization.  

 

Art 

Students will: 

•Use concepts of 

color, impact, and 

scale to create 

artwork for 

sharing with 

others in class. 

Physical 

Education 

Students will: 

•Follow basic 

school rules to 

encourage greater 

cooperation, 

•teamwork and 

sportsmanship 

•Demonstrate 

various movements 

to music 

Health 

Students will: 

•Enhance positive 

self-concept, by the 

development of 

coping, 

•communication, 

decision- making 

and interpersonal 

skills 
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Communities: 

 

By the end of fifth 

grade, students 

will… 

Interact with Japanese native speakers through pen pal letters or in-person visits. 

Experience internet opportunities to view Japan at school and receive information as to how to do so at home. 

Complete at least 3 origami figures in class and receive directions for more. 

Demonstrate the ability to get to the Japanese Language and Culture Program website. 

Complete at least 2 homeworks per year in which they show their families Japanese that they have learned. 

Attend at least one “Lunch with the Sensei’s” with their family.  

Identify different types of employment in which language skills are an accent.  

COMMUNITIES 
How will students extend their learning beyond the classroom and share learning with their 
families? 

Implementation of the Communities Goal: 
 
The Japanese teachers will... 

• Invite native Japanese speakers into classes whenever possible. 

• Identify schools and teachers in Japan for pen pal exchanges and organize them as part of the regular Japanese curriculum. 

• Send home “Interactive Homework” on a regular basis. 

• Maintain a Japanese Language and Culture Program website with materials for online learning, grequently asked questions, and 

suggestions for home study and places to visit.  

• Offer “Lunch with the Senseis”  at a local Japanese restaurant twice per year.  

• Send home CDs or DVDs demonstrating student work whenever possible. 

•Organize a family trip to Japan with an outside travel agency whenever possible. 
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Task Areas for Thematic Unit Planning 
  
The curriculum will focus on four main Task Areas. The Communication focus objectives for each are listed here, although many overlap. 
Objectives for the other 4 C’s are listed on the Task Area Pages. 

Socializing 

Students will... 

Talking about Myself & Others 

Students will... 

Getting things Done 

Students will... 

Experiencing Japan 

Students will... 

•Use age-appropriate 

greetings, apologies, and 

niceties (ex. How are you? 

Are you okay? sorry, excuse 

me, etc.) 

•Exchange comments about 

weather and places. (ex. It’s 

hot isn’t it? Sure is!) 

•Keep a conversation going by 

expressing interest, surprise, 

agreement, disagreement, or 

by asking follow-up questions. 

(ex. Really? Is that so? etc.) 

•Comprehend short 

conversations or monologues 

on well-known topics. 

•Perform rehearsed mini-

dialogues. 

 

•Exchange personal information by asking 

questions and giving answers (ex. name, 

age, where live, telephone number, 

birthday).  

•Express their likes and dislikes (ex. colors, 

seasons, foods, hobbies, etc.) 

•Keep a conversation going by expressing 

interest, surprise, agreement, 

disagreement, or by asking follow-up 

questions. (ex. Really? Is that so? etc.) 

•Identify pictures or groups of objects 

according to oral descriptions of them.  

•Comprehend short conversations or 

monologues on well-known topics. 

•Match objects, animals, or family members 

to written words or descriptions. 

•Comprehend the main idea of brief letters 

or notes on familiar topics (ex. Pen pal  

letter with personal information). 

•Perform rehearsed mini-dialogues. 

•Give simple oral presentations using a 

Japanese presentation format. 

•Write their name without copying. 

•Write their birthday without copying 

(using Kanji for month and day). 

•Write short, informal notes or letters 

with some assistance.  

•Make requests to fulfill their needs (ex. 

May I __? or  ____ please).  

•Acquire goods through making 

requests and exchanging money.  

•Exchange information about the 

existence of objects, buildings, and 

people in their daily lives.  

•Identify pictures or groups of objects 

according to oral descriptions of them.  

•Follow directions in order to move 

from one place to another. (ex. right, 

left, turn, etc.) 

•Match objects, animals, family members 

or scenes to written words or 

descriptions. 

•Locate specific written words in 

context, such as on a website or in a 

newspaper article.  

•Indicate that they do not understand 

and ask for restatement.  

•Perform rehearsed mini-dialogues. 

•Describe a series of events. (such as what 

happens at a festival). 

•Exchange simple commands with a partner. 

•Identify pictures or groups of objects 

according to oral descriptions of them.  

•Comprehend the main idea and events in when 

viewing age-appropriate books or videos.  

•Match objects, animals, family members or 

scenes to written words or descriptions. 

•Locate specific written words in context, such 

as on a website or in a newspaper article.  

•Recite poetry, songs or proverbs familiar to 

their peers in Japan from memory. 

•Read all 46 hiragana characters separately.  

•Recognize how the sounds of hiragana 

characters can be changed with “ten, ten” and 

“maru” marks. 

•Recognize the meaning of at least 10 Kanji 

characters.  

•Describe how kanji, hiragana, and katakana are 

used in Japan. (some English necessary) 

•Write at least 10 hiragana characters without 

copying. 

•Use stroke order rules for writing hiragana 

and kanji. 

Task Area Pages Color Coding for Language Functions and Grammar Concepts:  
Introduce blue in K-2 classes; Review blue, add black in grades 3-5 
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Standards-Based Objectives 

Communication 

•Use age-appropriate greetings, apologies, and niceties (ex. 

How are you? Are you okay? sorry, excuse me, etc.) 

•Exchange comments about weather and places. (ex. It’s hot 

isn’t it? Sure is!) 

•Keep a conversation going by expressing interest, surprise, 

agreement, disagreement, or by asking follow-up questions.  

•Comprehend short conversations or monologues on well-

known topics. 

•Perform rehearsed mini-dialogues. 

Culture 

•Bow during greeting, leaving, and thanking. 

•Use different bows for boys and girls. 

Say appropriate words before and after eating and when 

leaving a house and returning.  

•Recognize that there are set ways to behave when are in 

Japan. (taking off shoes, etc.) 

•Recognize that we show respect to elders in Japan. 

Socializing 
Socializing includes the basic greetings and niceties of day-to-day life, such as greetings, asking 

how someone is doing, and saying thank you. In Japan, it also consists of simple small talk 

conversations, such as commenting on the weather or commenting on something you are 

looking at with another person. Students will learn about cultural practices of socializing as well, 

such as bowing lower to elders and using specific set phrases in certain situations.  

Connections 

•Convert measure within customary and metric systems. (Celsius 

and Fahrenheit temperatures). 

•Participate in small group, whole class, pair discussions.  

•Show awareness and respect for oneself and others. 

Comparisons 

•Recognize the differences in word order in English and Japanese 

sentences. 

Communities 

•Complete at least 1 homework in which they show their families 

Japanese that they have learned 
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Greetings 

Good morning, good afternoon, I’m 

leaving, I’m home, I’m entering (your 

house). I’m leaving (your house). 

おはようございます、こんにちは、いっ
てきます、いってらしゃい、おじゃましま
す、おじゃましました。 

Apologies 

I’m sorry. Excuse me. 

ごめんなさい、すみません 

Niceties 

Thank you. 

I eat (I receive). It was a feast. 

How are you? I’m fine. 

Fine! Fine! (informal) 

Are you okay? I’m okay. 

 

ありがとう。  

いただきます。ごちそうさま。 

げんきですか。げんきです。 

げんき、げんき！ 

だいじょうぶ？だいじょうぶ。 

Commenting 

It’s __, isn’t it? Sure is! 

＿＿ですね。 そうですね。 

Keeping a conversation going 

Really？ 

I don’t understand. 

Say again. 

そうですか。 

わからない。 

もういちど。 

Language Functions 

Vocabulary 

Weather expressions 

Sunny, cloudy, windy, rainy, 

snowy, hot, cold, warm, 

cool 

はれ、くもり、かぜ、あめ、ゆき、
あつい、あたたかい、すずしい、
さむい 

Other comments 

delicious, big, small, cute, 

beautiful, cool, fun, 

interesting, cheap, 

expensive,  

おいしい、おおきい、ちいさい、
かわいい、 

きれい、かっこいい、やすい、た
かい, たのしい、おもしろい,  

 

Sample Unit-Level Performance-Based Assessments 

K-2 
•Students listen to two puppets talking about the weather and mark pictures that represent what they hear on a paper (sunny, cloudy, cold, hot, etc.). 

•Students use the correct bow for their gender as they greet the teacher at the beginning or end of class. 

•Students use greetings and thanking when performing a shopping task. 

3-5 
•Students receive a situation card with a scene to act out, such as “two students are walking in opposite directions and accidentally bump into each other.” Students act this 

out for the class, using appropriate apologies. 

•Students receive a situation card with weather and temperature. They act out waiting for a bus and having a small talk conversation about the weather, using expressions 

such as “Cold, isn’t it?” and “Sure is.” 

•Students receive a situation card with a scene to act out, such as “you are served sushi at a party. Begin eating and then accidentally spill your water on the person next to 

you. Act this out until you are finished with the meal.”  

Socializing 

Introduce blue in K-2 classes;  

Review blue, add black in grades 3-5 
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Connections  

Science 

•Apply scientific process including: observing, recording, sorting, 

classifying, measuring, predicting, collecting and interpreting data. (ex. 

polling students and creating graphs, reading graphs/charts, 

sorting/classifying vocabulary, etc.) 

Social Studies/Multicultural Curriculum 

•Demonstrate an understanding and respect for the geographic, 

cultural, and economic diversity of various regions and groups in the 

U.S. and its neighbors 

•Recognize the similarities and differences between their own 

hometowns and schools and homes and schools around the world. 

•Recognize many flags and languages spoken around the world. 

•Locate Japan, the United States, and various world countries on a 

map and globe. 

•Recognize that different world maps are based on different 

perspectives. 

Comparisons 

•Develop an awareness of Japanese phonetic and writing system and 

how it differs from English 

•Compare Maloney school to Japanese schools and schools around 

the world. 

•Use new information and cultural awareness to compare and 

contrast their experiences with those of peers in Japan and to 

identify with peers in Japan. 

Communities 

Interact with Japanese native speakers through pen pal letters or in-

person. 

Talking About 
Myself  

and Others 

One of the most important interactions in any language is meeting someone new and exchanging 

personal information.  In this task area, teachers can use examples from Japanese children and 

families through pen pal letters, online examples, picture panels, and videos. In addition, students will 

discuss children around the world – a key component of MIMS’ Multicultural Curriculum.     

Standards-Based Objectives 

Communication 

•Exchange personal information by asking questions and giving 

answers (ex. name, age, where live, telephone number, birthday).  

•Express their likes and dislikes (ex. colors, seasons, foods, hobbies, 

etc.) 

•Express a simple personal problem such as “I’m hungry” or “My head 

hurts.” 

•Keep a conversation going by expressing interest, surprise, 

agreement, disagreement, or by asking follow-up questions. (ex. 

Really? Is that so? etc.) 

•Comprehend short conversations or monologues on well-known 

topics. 

•Match objects, animals, or family members to written words or 

descriptions. 

•Comprehend the main idea of brief letters or notes on familiar 

topics (ex. Pen pal letter with personal information). 

•Write their name without copying. 

•Write their birthday without copying (using Kanji for month and 

day). 

•Write short, informal notes or letters with some assistance.  

•Perform rehearsed mini-dialogues. 

•Give simple oral presentations using a Japanese presentation format. 

Culture 

•Bow during greeting, leaving, and thanking. 

•Use different bows for boys and girls. 

•Recognize that are set ways to behave when are in Japan. 

•Recognize that we show respect to elders in Japan. 
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Personal Questions (for production) 

What’s your name? How old are 

you? When is your birthday? Where 

do you live?  How many people in 

your family? Who are they? 

Where are you from? 

なまえは？ なんさいですか。 

たんじょうびはいつですか。 

どこにすんでいる？ 

かぞくなんにんですか。 

だれですか。 

どこからきましたか。 

Personal Statements 

I’m ___. (name). 

I’m ___ years old. 

My birthday is __ month___ day. 

I live in ___. 

My family has __ people. 

I am from____. 

I’m hungry.  My ___ hurts. 

＿＿です。 

＿＿さいです。 

たんじょうびは ＿＿です。 

＿＿にすんでいる。 

かぞくは ＿＿にんです。 

＿＿からきました。 

おなかぺこぺこ 

＿＿がいたい。 

Likes/Dislikes  

Do you like ___? 

Which do you like? 

I like__/I love__./I don’t like/It’s so, 

so. 

＿＿がすきですか。 

どれがすきですか。 

＿がすき・だいすき・すきじゃ
ない・まあまあ 

Language Functions 
Vocabulary 

Presentation Ending Word よろしくおねがいします。 

Family Members 

mother, father, grandmother, grandfather, 

older brother, older sister, younger 

brother, younger sister 

people counters (1,2, 3, etc.) 

おかあさん、おとうさん、おばあさん、おじい
さん、おにいさん、おねえさん、いもうと、おと
うと 

ひとり、ふたり、さんにん、よにん。。。 

Pets  

dog, cat, fish, rabbit, frog, bug, snake 

いぬ、ねこ、さかな、うさぎ、かえる、むし、へ
び 

Parts of the Body 

Head, shoulders, knees, toes, eyes, ears, 

mouth , nose, hair, throat, stomach 

あたま、かた、ひざ、あし、め、みみ、くち、は
な、かみのけ、のど、おなか 

Sports and Hobbies 

soccer, baseball, basketball, volleyball, 

swimming, dancing, skateboarding, skating, 

computers, video games, piano, flute, 

trumpet, violin, etc. (as students request) 

サッカー、やきゅう、バスケットボール、バレ
ボール、すいえい、ダンス、スケートボード、
スケート、コンピューター、ビデオゲーム、ピ
アノ、フルート、トランペット、バイオリン。。。 

Countries and Languages 

U.S.A., Japan, Puerto Rico, Mexico, Peru, 

Albania, France, Spain, Italy, India, 

Australia, Brazil, Egypt, Kenya, China, 

Taiwan 

English, Spanish, Japanese, French, Italian, 

Portuguese, Chinese, Albanian, Hindi, 

Arabic, Swahili 

アメリカ、日本、プエルトリコ、メキシコ、アル
バニア、フランス、スペイン、イタリア、インド、
オーストラリア、ブラジル、イジップト、ケニヤ、
中国、タイワン 

英語、スペイン語、日本語、フランス語、イタ
リア語、ポルトガル語、中国語、アルバニア
語、HINDI,arabic, Swahili 

Sample Unit-Level Performance-Based Assessments 

K-2 
•Students listen to a dialogue between two puppets and record the age and likes/dislikes of each. 

•Students prepare a short self-introduction and present it to the class. 

•Students present a picture of their mother or father to the class and say his/her likes/dislikes and age. 

3-5 
•Students listen to actual recordings of Japanese people (children) introducing themselves and answer questions about their 

names, ages, birthdays, where they live and likes/dislikes. 

•Students bring in a picture of their family and describe people in the picture to the teacher. The teacher asks questions 

about age, birthday and likes/dislikes to elicit more responses.  

•All students look at many pictures of children from around world. One student is given a card with one of the pictures 

and lots of information about the child in the picture.  Other students ask questions about the picture such as the age, 

likes/dislikes, language, and country of the student in the picture as they try to guess which picture it is.   

Talking About 
Myself  

and Others 

Introduce blue in K-2 classes;  

Review blue, add black in grades 3-5 
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Standards-Based Objectives 

Communication 

•Make requests to fulfill their needs (ex. May I __? or  ____ 

please).  

•Acquire goods through making requests and exchanging 

money.  

•Exchange information about the existence of objects, buildings, 

and people in their daily lives.  

•Identify pictures or groups of objects according to oral 

descriptions of them.  

•Follow directions in order to move from one place to another. 

(ex. right, left, turn, etc.) 

•Match objects, animals, family members or scenes to written 

words or descriptions. 

•Locate specific written words in context, such as on a website 

or in a newspaper article.  

•Indicate that they do not understand and ask for restatement.  

•Perform rehearsed mini-dialogues. 

Culture 

•Bow during greeting, leaving, and thanking. 

•Use appropriate gestures to make their message 

comprehensible.  

•Use Japanese coins and paper money to 1,000 yen. 

•Recognize a variety of items that are made in Japan. 

•Recognize that  are set ways to behave when are in Japan.  

Getting  
Things  
Done 

When you travel to or live in Japan, it is essential to be able to make requests, shop for things you need and 

ask for directions.  Students will learn to use Japanese money as they practice shopping or going to a 

restaurant. They will use map skills as they follow street directions and social studies skills as they compare 

their hometowns to cities in Japan.  This Task Area contains many vocabulary words, but they are quickly 

applied in the real world contexts.  

Connections 

Math 

•Locate, label, order and compare whole numbers to 10,000  

•Review basic math facts in new ways. 

•Understand simple monetary conversions between Japanese 

yen and U.S. dollars. 

•Practice place value via Japanese language expressions (ex. 

25 is said “two tens, five” in Japanese). 

Social Studies  

Use directions to find places on a map. 

•Describe their own home town and compare it to Japanese 

cities. 

Comparisons 

Give examples of words borrowed from English and used in 

Japanese and develop an understanding of the concept of 

borrowing.  

•Describe their own home town and compare it to Japanese 

cities. 

Communities 

Complete at least 2 homeworks per year in which they show 

their families Japanese that they have learned. 
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Making Requests 

___ please. (Please give me_.)  

May I go to the bathroom/get a 

drink/get a tissue/use the 

pencil sharpener？ 

＿＿ください。 

トイレ・ティッシュ・みず・え
んぴつけずりいいですか。 

 

Talking about existence of 

objects 

Do you have__?  Is there a 

____? 

There is__/There is not__. 

＿＿がある？ 

＿＿がある。＿＿がない。 

Asking Directions 

Excuse me...Where is__? 

To the ___ please. (taxi, etc.) 

ｌeft, right, next to, straight, turn, 

traffic light,；ordinal numbers 

(first, second, third, fourth) 

Where are you going? 

How much is it? 

すみません、 ＿＿は どこ
ですか。 

＿＿までおねがします。 

みぎ、ひだり、となり、まっ
すぐ、まがって 

しんごう、いちばんめ、にば
んめ。。。 

どこにいきますか。 

いくらですか。 

Talking about Numbers and Money 

Numbers 1-10,000 by 10s,100s, 1000s 

Use words “yen” and “dollars” 

１－1,000by 10s, 100s,  

1-18、 up to 10,000 

円、ドル 

Describing with Colors 

red, blue, yellow, green, brown, purple, orange, 

black, white, pink 

あかい、あおい、きいろい、みどりの、
ちゃいろの、むらさきの、オレンジの、くろ
い、しろい、ピンクの 

School Supplies: pencil, scissors, glue, ruler, 

paper, book, eraser, crayons, marker 
えんぴつ、はさみ、のり、ものさし、かみ、
ほん、けしゴム、クレヨン、マーカー 

Food Supplies:   fruits and vegetables, selected 

Japanese foods and drinks 
もも、りんご、すいか、いちご、なし、オレ
ンジ、ぶどう、きゅうり、トマト、にんじん, 

とうもろこし、ピーマン 

Clothing Supplies:  hat, shirt, sweater, pants, 

skirt, socks, shoes 
ぼうし、シャツ、セーター、ずぼん、スカー
ト、くつ、くつした 

Building Names: police box, hospital, 

supermarket, restaurant, house, station, movie 

theater, post office, and various Tokyo buildings 

こうばん、びょういん、スーパー、レストラ
ン、いえ、えき、えいがかん、ゆうびんきょ
うく 

Transportation: bus, car, bicycle, train, airplane, 

taxi 
バス、くるま、じてんしゃ、でんしゃ、ｋひこ
うき、タクシ 

Japan and Japanese Cities:  Japan, Tokyo, Osaka, 

Kyoto, Nara, Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Sapporo, 

Nagano 

日本、とうきょう、おおさか、きょうと、なら、
ひろしま、ながさき、さっぽろ、 

ながの 

Language Functions 
Vocabulary 

Sample Unit-Level Performance-Based Assessments 

K-2 
•Students shop for the items they need for a school backpack from the teachers’ “store” using the expression “___ please” and 

bowing/thanking appropriately.  

•Students buy and sell  fruits and vegetables from each other using the expressions,  

“__ please” and “___ yen please.” 

•Students create a map of their town and present the map to the whole class, a peer, or the teacher using “There is a __” 

expressions. 

3-5 
•Students draw a backpack with at least 5 items inside.  A partner asks “Do you have ___?” questions while he/she attempts to 

draw the same items on a blank backpack paper. 

•Students write a clothing shopping list with colors and clothing items (using a picture dictionary), then they buy the items on the 

list from a teacher/student run “store” in the classroom. The items they “buy” must match their shopping list. 

•Students create a comparison drawing of buildings in their town versus buildings in Tokyo and present it to the class, a peer, or 

the teacher using “There is__,” and “There is not___” expressions. 

•Students listen to directions to a specific place o a Japanese town map and mark the building to which the directions lead.  

Getting  
Things  
Done 

Introduce blue in K-2 classes;  

Review blue, add black in grades 3-5 
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Focus Objectives 

Communication 

•Make requests to fulfill their needs (ex. May I __? or  ____ please).  

•Acquire goods through making requests and exchanging money.  

•Exchange information about the existence of objects, buildings, and 

people in their daily lives.  

•Identify pictures or groups of objects according to oral descriptions 

of them.  

•Follow directions in order to move from one place to another. (ex. 

right, left, turn, etc.) 

•Match objects, animals, family members or scenes to written words or 

descriptions. 

•Locate specific written words in context, such as on a website or in a 

newspaper article.  

•Indicate that they do not understand and ask for restatement.  

•Perform rehearsed mini-dialogues. 

Culture 

•Bow during greeting, leaving, and thanking. 

•Use appropriate gestures to make their message comprehensible.  

•Use Japanese coins and paper money to 1,000 yen. 

•Recognize a variety of items that are made in Japan. 

•Recognize that  are set ways to behave when are in Japan.  

Experiencing  
Japan 

Connections – Social Studies Focus 

•Use directions to find places on a map. 

•Describe their own home town and compare it to Japanese 

cities. 

•Recognize the similarities and differences between their own 

hometowns and schools and homes and schools around the 

world. 

Comparisons 

Give examples of words borrowed from English and used in 

Japanese and develop an understanding of the concept of 

borrowing.  

•Describe their own home town and compare it to Japanese 

cities. 

•Use new information and cultural awareness to compare and 

contrast their 

Communities 

Complete at least 2 homeworks per year in which they show 

their families Japanese that they have learned. 

 

Students “experience Japan” to some extent in every unit, through the use of Japanese items, photographs, 

games, and videos or by pretending that we are actually in Japan during the unit.  At least once per year, 

however, students have a more in-depth experience with Japanese cultural products and practices, such as 

participating in the Summer Festival,, taking  an imaginary “flight” to Japan, preparing a presentation on a 

Japanese city, or talking about the New Year’s holiday.  In this task area, students continue to develop essential 

communication skills as they “experience Japan” by describing what happens on these days or discussing what 

they are doing “in Japan.”  At the same time, they develop the vocabulary needed to talk about these important 

components of Japanese culture.  
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Talking about existence of objects 

Do you have__?  Is there a ____? 

There is__/There is not__. 

＿＿がある？ 

＿＿がある。＿＿がない。 

Giving simple commands/Describing 

events in sequence 

eat, drink, read, write, look/watch, 

sleep, go, walk, run, clean, take out, 

make, do, sing, etc. 

たべて、のんで、かいて、みて、
いって、あるいて、はしって、お
そうじをして、だして、つくって、
して、うたって。。。 

Talking about what someone is 

doing 

What are you looking at/watching? 

What are you doing? 

/eating/reading/writing, etc. 

I am or He/She/They are _____. 

なにをみている？ 

なにをしている？ 

なにをたべてりう・よんでいる。。。 

＿＿は＿＿ている。 

Talking about Dates and Seasons 

“It is _______.” 

Days of the week, months of the 

year 

Saying the first 10 days on the 

calendar in order 

Seasons 

＿＿です。 

日曜日ー土曜日 

１月、２月。。。 

１日－１０日 

はる、なつ、あき、ふゆ 

Talking about Time 

“It is__.” 

Express time: hours and half hours 

＿＿です。 

１：００、１：３０。。。 

Language Functions Vocabulary 

Japanese New Year 

New Year, New Year’s cards, top, kite, daruma-

san, osechi, mochitsuki, otoshidama, kimono, 

hanetsuki 

お正月、ねんがじょう、こま、たこ、だる
ま、おせち、おとしだま、きもの、はねつ
き,もちつき 

Girls’ Day and Children’s Day 

girl, boy Dolls’ Festival, Japanese dolls, kimono, 

hishimochi (snack), Children’s Day, carp kites, 

Boy’s Day doll, kashiwamochi (snack),  

Summer Festival, sushi, cotton kimono  

おんなのこ、おとこのこ 

ひなまつり、ひなにんぎょう、きものひし
もち, こどもの日、こいのぼり、かしわも
ち 

なつまつり、すし、ゆかた 

Japanese Folktales 

Peach Boy, My Neighbor Totoro, etc.; character 

names and animals as appropriate. 

ももたろう、トトロ、めい、さつき、etc. 

Other Japanese Items 

Manga, Anime, Pokemon, Digimon, Nintendo, 

Sony, Toyota, etc. as appropriate 

マンガ、ポケモン、etc. 

Japanese Animals and New Year’s Card Animals 

(from the Chinese Zodiac)  

rat, cow, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, 

sheep, monkey, chicken, dog, wild boar 

also deer, bear, crane, raccoon, fox, frog 

ねずみ、うし、とら、うさぎ、たつ、へび、
うま、ひつじ、さる、にわとり、いぬ、い
のしし、くま、つる、たぬき、きつね、か
える、しか 

Haiku of the Month 

Students memorize a haiku each month, as 

seasonally appropriate. 

teacher choice 

Experiencing  
Japan 

Sample Unit-Level Performance-Based Assessments 

K-2 
•Students memorize a series of sentences describing what  happens at the Summer Festival. They present them 

to the teacher or a peer.  

•Students listen to a description of what various people are doing in different  pictures and mark the correct 

picture. 

3-5 

• Students form pairs and use fake cell phones to call each other on “New Year’s Day” to ask what they are 

doing.  They are required to ask follow-up questions to maintain the conversation as well. 

• Students look at a picture of an action scene and describe what is happening in the picture. (ex. The girl is 

playing tops/The boy is reading/The father is writing New Year’s cards, etc.) 

Introduce blue in K-2 classes;  

Review blue, add black in grades 3-5 
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Listening and  

Reading Comprehension Skills 

Conversational Speaking Skills Presentational Speaking Skills and 

Writing Skills 

Target 

Performance 

Levels 

These 

correspond  to 

the Student 

Oral Proficiency 

Assessment 

(SOPA) Scale,  

Junior Novice-

high level 

 

Students will... 

Listening 

•Understand simple questions, 

statements, and commands in 

familiar topic areas, and some new 

sentences with strong contextual 

support.  

•Comprehend all activities in 

Japanese in the classroom setting 

with strong contextual support. 

•Begin to comprehend questions 

and statements in a more real-

world context (shopping, etc.). 

•May require some repetition or 

rephrasing. 

Reading 

•Recognize many high frequency 

written words.  

•Begin to use hiragana skills to 

sound out familiar words and 

decode new words. 

Vocabulary and Describing 

•Use memorized words or phrases with high 

accuracy and ease. 

•Use vocabulary centering on basic objects 

and places in topic areas studied.  

•Create some sentences successfully with 

verbs in learned tenses.   

 

Asking and Answering Questions 

•Ask and answer a variety of simple questions 

on familiar topics. 

•Respond automatically to high frequency 

questions (name, age, etc).  

 

Originality 

•Signs of originality are beginning to emerge. 

 

Communication Strategies 

•Ask follow-up questions or make follow-up 

comments.  

•Ask for repetition or express confusion. 

 

Presenting and Performing 

•Perform rehearsed songs, 

reports or dialogues with high 

accuracy.  Performances have 

become longer and more 

complex, including many areas in 

which students may alter the 

presentation themselves.  

 

Writing 

•The writing of some characters 

and words are memorized, but a 

hiragana chart is often needed.  

•Writing and copying of hiragana 

characters and kanji characters 

uses in correct stroke order.   

 

Assessment Plan: 
Target Performance Levels for Communication 
How well will students be able to communicate by the end of fifth grade? 
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Assessment Plan: 
How will student performance data be collected and reported? 
Summative Assessments: At the end of 2nd grade and 5th grade 
These assessments will allow us to track individual student progress from 2nd to 5th grade.  In addition, we will collect data to compare overall 

second and fifth grade performance from year to year and adjust instruction accordingly.  

 

At the end of second grade and the end of fifth grade, students will be given a three-part assessment: 

1. An Oral Interview in which the Japanese teacher asks questions about  personal information and likes/dislikes.  

2. An Oral Description by the student. The student will give a description of at least 3 scenes from a range of choices. The student will name 

and describe objects in the scene, describe what people are doing or wearing, and suggest dialogue that might be happening.  Scoring by 

rubric (see section __). Teachers may ask “push” questions to elicit more language from students. 

3. A Listening Comprehension Test will focus on the following: Identifying objects and scenes according to descriptions, comprehending short 

dialogues or monologues, and Following directions.  
 

Formative Assessments:  In each unit during the year, in every grade level.   
Thematic units of instruction last about two months (16-24 classes) each. 

 
 Each unit will include assessments in Listening Comprehension skills and Conversational Speaking Skills.  

 Reading Comprehension tests will be added periodically in units beginning in 3rd Grade.  

 Students will complete at least 4 Presentational Speaking Assessments per year. (either during units or as part of class routine, such 

as “Haiku of the Month” or “Holiday Song of the Month”) 

 Assessments will be scored using the 4-point rubrics attached, or percentage correct will be translated into a 4 point score using 

the attached scale. 

 
Progress Reports:  Twice Per Year in late January and June 
Progress Reports will give parents information about student progress in the following areas, as well as a detailed comment from the teacher. 

Each area has a possible 4 point scale of performance. Each point has a corresponding explanation that is sent to parents (see Appendix___). 

 

 Listening Skills (vocabulary recognition, comprehension of longer paragraphs and stories) 

 Conversational Speaking Skills (person-to-person speaking; vocabulary use) 

 Presentational Speaking Skills (memorization of songs, raps, poems, and self-introductions; accuracy) 

 Reading Skills (grade 3-5) (single hiragana reading, sight word recognition) 

 Effort/Attitude (participation, work completion, sportsmanship, showing PAW PRIDE traits)  
.  
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